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Abstract 
One of the major causes of voltage instability in power system is the reactive power limit. 

Therefore, this paper aims to analyze the effect of Static Var Compensator (SVC) on voltage stability of a 
power system. There are many ways to control the voltage, but in this paper only focus on the SVC and 
IEEE-9 buses. The SVC circuit and IEEE-9 buses were designed and modelled in Power World. The 
Newton Raphson method was applied to compute the load flow solution. Then, the reactive power (Q) was 
injected to SVC and the effect of SVC on IEEE 9-buses were studied. The analysis of voltage control was 
considered the conditions of fault occurred at the bus.  The simulation results obtained in Power World 
demonstrate that the improvement voltage in the IEEE 9-buses when the Q was injected into SVC circuit. 
Besides, the QV curve was plotted to show the sensitivity and variation bus voltages with respect to the Q 
injection. 
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1. Introduction 
The Static Var Compensator (SVC) is one of the FACTS devices that widely used in 

transmission application. The Static Var Compensator (SVC) is one of the FACTS families and 
the SVC also commonly used to improve the voltage stability in the power system network [1]. 
SVCs are mainly used to perform voltage or reactive power regulation [2]. It should be installed 
through transmission line as well as to control the voltage. This is because the SVC is one of 
the interest applications of the FACTS devices that very effective in enhancing voltage stability 
and voltage control due to their fast and flexible control. The FACTS controllers like SVC are 
used today in electrical power network depending upon its application. SVCs have been used 
for highperformance steady state and transient voltage control compared with classical shunt 
compensation. SVCs are also used to dampen power swings, improve transient stability, and 
reduce system losses by optimized reactive power control [3]. Over the last many years ago, the 
use of the SVC concept has produced significant benefits for the power system network. 

Today, the voltage stability plays major role in the power system environment; it is an 
integral part of the power system stability. The electric power system has grown in size and 
complexity with a huge number of interconnections to meet the increase in the electric power 
demand [4]. The voltage drop exists along a transmission line can cause many problems to the 
consumers [5]. The increasing of load atpower system network can cause to voltage instability 
due to lack of reactive power support. This is also can cause improper or less-efficient 
equipment operation and can lead to blackout of the power system network. In addition, the 
reactive power Q needs to be injected to buses in order to maintain the voltage in the system. 
Therefore, by applying the SVC to the power system network, it was able to control the voltage 
and improves the system stability. 

Furthermore, the Static Var Compensator (SVC) is one of the FACT devices that have 
their own benefits to improve or enhance in the power system. The main advantage of SVC 
over simple mechanically switched compensation schemes is their near instantaneous response 
to change in the system voltage. For this reason they are often operating at close to their zero-
point in order to maximize the reactive power correction [6]. They are in general, cheaper, 
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higher capacity, faster, and more reliable than dynamic compensation schemes [7]. Following 
stated the advantages of the SVC: 
1. Improvement in voltage quality and voltage control.  
2. Improved system steady-state stability and transient stability.  
3. Dynamic reactive power control and damping of power oscillations.  
4. Increase in system stability and power transfer capability. 
5. Reduced voltage drops in load areas during severe disturbances and transmission losses.  
6. Better adjustment of line loadings and load division on parallel circuits.  
Table 1 shows the benefits of FACTS devices for different application [8]: 

 
 

Table 1. Benefit of facts device application  
Facts 

Devices 
Load Flow 

Control 
Voltage 
Control 

Transient 
Stability 

Dynamic 
Stability 

SVC + +++ + ++ 
STATCOM + +++ ++ ++ 
TCSC ++ + +++ ++ 
UPFC +++ +++ +++ +++ 

Good (+), Better (++), Best (+++) 
 
 
2. Research Method 

In this paper, the main focus is to design and model the IEEE 9-bus system together 
with SVC and analyze the performance of voltage control by inserting the SVC circuit at 
optimum buses. The SVC circuit was tested with consideration of fault occurred in the system. 
Then, the Power World software was used to analyze the effects of injecting Q into SVC circuit 
on IEEE 9–bus. Next, the QV curve was plotted to show the variation of voltage with injected Q. 

 
2.1. Designing IEEE 9-bus  

First, the IEEE 9-bus was designed into Power World. All the requirement for this 
system buses is according to what is needed. The IEEE 9-bus test system consists of 3 
generators as a source. There are 9 numbers of buses, 3 transformers, 6 transmission lines and 
3 impedance loads. 

 
 

 
Figure 1. IEEE 9-Bus 

 
 
2.2. Designing Static Var Compensator (SVC) 

Figure 2 shows the basic circuit of SVC used in this project. The SVC circuit applied to 
IEEE 9-bus consists of 1 bus, 1 transformer, 1 shunt capacitor and 2 shunt reactor. The SVC 
circuit was tested to different location of bus in order to find the suitable location that contributes 
to the voltage control. 
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Figure 2. Basic Circuit of Static Var compensator (SVC) 

 
 
2.3. Block Diagram for Power World Simulator 

In this work, it was started by collecting the data from the IEEE 9-bus system. Next, the 
IEEE 9-bus system was model into Power World. After completing the second steps, the SVC 
circuit was modelled. The SVC was tested by considering the condition of fault and without fault 
in order to analyze the effect of SVC to control the voltage. Before placing the SVC into IEEE 9-
bus, the load flow solution was computed based on the Newton Raphson method. After that, the 
SVC was tested to the buses by injecting the Q and the effect of SVC was analyzed. 

 
 

 
 

Figure 3. Block Diagram for Power World software 

 
 
3. Results and Analysis 

The SVC is being tested on IEEE 9-bus and the results showed in terms of voltage at 
the buses, QV curve and an effect of SVC during fault occur. There are data and results shown 
as follows. 
 
3.1. Voltage Control 

The effect on voltage control was determined by placing the SVC circuit at all buses in 
IEEE 9-bus. The voltage at the buses was expressed in per unit (pu) for all buses. The result 
shows for condition of SVC and without SVC at each bus and the data were recorded. 

In the table 2, it describes the data of voltage (pu) in normal condition and by adding 
SVC into each bus. The voltage (pu) definitely increased when applying SVC at each bus. Thus, 
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when applying SVC at the bus, it will increase the voltage level of all buses and the highest 
increment of voltage is at where SVC is placed. 
 
 

Table 2. Data of placement of SVC at each bus  

 
 
 

Table 3 shows the result of inserting the SVC circuit into different types of buses. Based 
on respective table, it shows by placing the SVC to load bus (PQ) was contributing to high value 
of voltage difference compared with placed the SVC to slack or PV buses. 

 
 

Table 3. Data for different placement of SVC at each bus  

 
  
 

Table 4 shows the extension of data from Table II and Table III where the voltage (pu) 
in normal condition compared to voltage (pu) by adding SVC with the injecting value of Q 
(MVar) for each bus and their differences. The SVC are consist of 3 switched shunt (ID 1, ID 2, 
ID 3) that are needed to inject of value of Q (MVar) followed by required value at the buses. 
 
 

Table 4. Data of injecting Q (MVar) at each bus  

 
 
 

From all the table, the SVC will totally increase the bus voltage by injecting the value of 
Q itself and it also improve the voltage control on the power system. Therefore, based on the 
results obtained, the optimal location of SVC should be added at load bus (PQ). In this project, 
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the SVC is being tested in bus 5 due to this load bus have a higher load and weakest of voltage 
(pu). 
 
3.2. QV Curve 

In QV curve, it can explain the variation in reactive power (Q) affect the voltage (V) in 
the system. In addition, the QV relationship shows the sensitivity and variety of bus voltage with 

respect to injections or absorptions of reactive power. Figure 5 indicates the QV curve, which 
were tested with adding SVC circuit at bus 5. The data were recorded clearly of variant of value 

Q and that affect the voltage level. The increasing of reactive power value can cause the square 
of voltage increase. 

Based on the data from QV curve shown, it proves the relationship of mathematical 
expression as follows [9, 10]: 
 

2VBQ SVCSVC 
 

(1) 

 

 
Figure 5. Graph of QV curve at bus 5 

 
 
3.3. Fault 

In this part, the results were shown for the impact of fault occurred. Different types of 
fault have been observed such as symmetrical and unsymmetrical fault. Bus 5 was selected to 
observe the effect of fault in voltage with conditions of SVC and without SVC in the IEEE 9-bus 
system. The results for each type of fault was recorded as follows. 
 
3.3.1. Single Line to Ground  

Table 5 shows the voltage (pu) in normal condition and will be compared by placing 
SVC with and without fault. During single line to ground fault occur, the phase volt A is 
considered as a fault that means the voltage at bus 5 is equal to 0. From table 5, it shows there 
is no variation of bus voltage before and after the fault has been selected. 
 
 

Table 5. Data of single line to ground fault  
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3.3.2. Line to Line 
Table 6 shows the voltage (pu) in normal condition and will be compared by placing 

SVC with and without fault. In line to line fault, the phase volt B and C are considered. 
Therefore, when fault is occur, the phase volt of B & C will produces the same voltages. But still 
there is no variation of bus voltage when adding SVC circuit to the bus 5. 

 
 

Table 6. Data of line to line fault  

 
 
 

3.3.3. Double Line to Ground Fault 
Table 7 shows the double line to ground fault thatoccur at bus 5. The phase volt B & C 

are considered for this fault that will be zero when it happen. In this situation, when applying 
SVC at bus 5 that are fault occur at the same time, the voltage (pu) also still same. 
 
 

Table 7. Data of double line to ground fault  

 
 
 

3.3.4. Three Phase Balance Fault 
Table 8 shows the three phase balance fault which is all the phases are considered 

when fault happen. So that all the phases of fault will become to zero. The data are shown 
when applying the SVC, the voltage (pu) has no change after fault occurs at bus 5. 

Based on the data recorded for each type of fault, it shows that by adding the SVC to 
the bus, does not effects the voltage level at each bus. It only shows the value of phase voltage 
for each fault. This is because the major benefit of SVC is to improve the voltage control and 
stability. 
 
 

Table 8. Data of 3 phase balance fault  
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4. Conclusion 
In this paper, the SVC circuit has been modelled on Power World for IEEE 9-bus. From 

the obtained results, it shows that the weakest bus voltage is occurring at load bus (PQ). 
Therefore, the optimal placement of SVC is at bus 5. Besides, based on the obtained results 
from the QV curve, it shows the relationship of voltage is directly proportional with a reactive 
power Q injection. Hence, this proves that the SVC is greatly suitable to apply to analyze the 
voltage control in power system. Unfortunately, for analyzing the effect of faults occurred, the 
SVC can be replaced with other FACTS devices due to SVC does not work very well to analyze 
the transient. 
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