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 The demand for the array antenna that consists of multiple ports has 

increased in recent years, because of its main importance in reducing noise 

and interference between users. In this paper, we propose a new method for 

designing an 8×8 (16-ports) multi-input and multi-output (MIMO) antenna. 

This method relied on the Micro Strip mechanism so that we presented a 

small antenna that operates at wide and multi-bands of millimeter waves 

(Mm-Waves). According to the information curves generated by the CST 

experimental software, it was observed that the proposed antenna operates 

well from 36 to 60 GHz. Therefore, the antenna achieved the best results in 

terms of many most important parameters, the reflection coefficient is <-10 

dB, return loss is <-25 dB, and voltage standing wave ratio (VSWR) is < 2. 

In addition, the efficiency of the antenna for all frequencies from 70% to 

97%, the envelope correlation coefficient (ECC) is <0.001, and the diversity 

gain (DG) is 10 dB for all frequencies, while the maximum gain achieved by 

the antenna is 9 dB at 46 GHz. All these good results achieved by the 

antenna make it the prominent and potential element in most of the future 

6G wireless communication systems. 

Keywords: 

6G MIMO antennas 

Antenna efficiency 

Diversity gain 

ECC performance 

Micro strip antennas 

Reflection coefficient 

Return losses 

This is an open access article under the CC BY-SA license. 

 

Corresponding Author: 

Karrar Shakir Muttair 

Department of Computer Techniques Engineering, College of Technical Engineering 

The Islamic University 

Najaf, Iraq 

Email: karraralnomani123@gmail.com, karrar.alnomani@iunajaf.edu.iq 

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION  

The idea of micro strip antenna (MSA) returns to the beginning of the 1950s and it was proposed by 

Deschamps, several years later microstrip-based antenna was introduced by Gutton and Baissinot [1], [2]. 

Despite the spread of MSA, there was not much activity in its development over the later 15 years. This was 

partly due to the absence of good microwave substrates and more interest was concentrated on strip line 

circuits and antennas as the cheapest, low-profile substitutional to waveguide components [3]. In the early 

1970s, the development of MSAs began to increase with the need for conformal, thin antennas for spacecraft 

and missiles. In addition, MPA is the simplest type of antenna which essentially consists of three layers [4], 

[5]. The first one is called a patch which is responsible for radiation. It is made of a thin conducting material 

such as copper (Cu) or gold (Au) and is etched on the second (medium) layer called the dielectric substrate. 

The third layer is the corresponding side of the substrate with a thin conducting material called the ground 

plane [6], [7]. 

The main disadvantage of MSA is the narrow band.  Therefore, to address this problem several 

experimental approaches have been utilized [8].  There are three approaches used to increase the impedance 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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bandwidth of MSA. The first approach is a matching network implemented on MSA. The second approach is 

the volume of the antenna is increased by increasing the substrate thickness, decreasing the value of 𝜖𝑟, or 

additionally coupled resonators are added. While in the third and final approach the geometry of the antenna 

is perturbing in order to relocate or create resonant by using slots or shorts in the antenna [9]. On the other 

hand, the MSAs have many advantages which make them appropriate for various applications such as 

telemetry and communications antennas on missiles, radar, aircraft, smart weapon systems, mobile and 

satellite communication  applications,  radio-frequency  identification  (RFID),  global  system for mobile 

communications (GSM), global positioning system (GPS),  worldwide interoperability for microwave access 

(WiMAX), and Telemedicine [10], [11]. Therefore, it is used in various fields and applications because it 

contains many advantages that make it demonstrated to be an excellent radiator for many applications these 

advantages are lightweight and low profile, low cost, conformability to substrate surfaces, integration with 

other circuits, versatility, compact size, polarization, and it operates in a wide and multi-band of frequencies 

[12], [13].  

Recently, there have been many developments by many researchers in the field of antenna 

manufacturing to design and present MIMO multi-element antennas based on three layers, namely Micro 

Strip, Patch, and Substrate. In addition, some researchers have managed to present these antennas with their 

new look in terms of basing them on operating with wide and multi-band Mm-Waves that starts from 30 to 

300 GHz. In order for these antennas to be one of the most important parts of future systems, whether in the 

fifth or sixth generation (5G or 6G) [14], [15]. 

Therefore, within the recent work presented by the researchers in [16], they proposed to design a 

MIMO antenna in the form of an array containing 16 ports. The design scenario is based on the plus symbol 

shape to be a suitable alternative for 5G applications in bidirectional wireless communication. The 

researchers focused on designing this antenna to make it operate in Mm-Waves bands to be more suitable in 

various 5G applications. From this, the antenna gives its broadcast outputs at two resonant frequencies are 

28.53 and 31.24 GHz. Note that the reflection coefficient of these two frequencies is less than -10 dB. While 

the lowest return losses among MIMO elements are -20 dB. In addition, the lowest value of the gain given by 

the antenna for two frequencies at port 10 is 7 dBi, while the highest value for gain is at port 13, which 

reaches 12.3 dBi. 

In another recent work included in the work presented by the researchers in [17], they presented a 

design for an 8×8 array MIMO antenna. The external dimensions and thickness of this antenna are 

64×133×0.2 𝑚𝑚3. The researchers focused on the proposed antenna design on the printed circuit board, so 

the outer shape of the antenna substrate and ground layers is a rectangle, while the microstrip and patch 

layers form horizontally in the form of an inverted number four and vertically in the form of the letter F. The 

proposed antenna was operating at Mm-Waves frequencies and specifically at two frequencies are 28.38 and 

38.49 GHz. According to the scenario results obtained by the researchers by CST Micro Studio, they show 

that the bandwidth for 28.38 GHz is 890 MHz and the bandwidth for 38.49 GHz is 990 MHz. In addition, 

they show that the values of the reflection coefficient for two frequencies are -31 and -42 dB, respectively. In 

the end, they concluded that the proposed antenna is suitable for 5G mobile phone systems.  

In another recent study in [18], the authors presented a MIMO antenna containing 16 elements and 

the distance between one element and another was 0.4 mm. In addition, the actual dimensions of this antenna 

in terms of width and length are 126 × 126 𝑚𝑚2. The antenna was operating at two resonant frequencies are 

27 and 34 GHz, which are included in the Ka-band. The authors explained and discussed the results and 

proved that the antenna works independently stable and is suitable for future wireless communication 

systems. They noticed that the antenna gave good results regarding the parameter of transmission coefficient 

value reached under -20 dB, while the minimum isolation value is -18 dB between the first and fifth ports.  

In another recent study in [19], researchers present a proposal for a 16-port MIMO antenna based on 

a qual array linear (QAL). The researchers explained that this antenna is a proposal for smartphone systems 

based on the long-term evolution (LTE) service. Therefore, the shape of the antenna is a rectangle containing 

16 elements, and the shape of each element is a letter T, so the antenna dimensions (width, length, and 

thickness) are 75×150×0.8 𝑚𝑚3. According to the discussions and conclusions made by the researchers on 

the results given by the antenna, they made it clear that the antenna operates at a resonant frequency of  

3.5 GHz and at a bandwidth of 200 MHz, while the signal-to-noise ratio (STNR) between the ports is up to -

20 dB and the value of the channel capacity losses (CCL) is between 66 to 72 bps/Hz. 

While in this paper, we will propose a new MIMO multiport antenna that operates at Mm-Wave 

bands, and these bands are prominent candidates in most of the 6G wireless systems. There are some basic 

and important points in which we were unique in the design of the proposed antenna, which distinguished our 

antenna from the antennas proposed in the previous literature, and the most important of these points, the first 

point is the small size of the antenna compared to other antennas proposed by other researchers. The second 

point is to focus on making the antenna operate at wide and multiple frequency bands so that it is widely used 
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in various modern wireless systems. The third point is to focus on making the antenna produce good results 

in terms of gain, performance efficiency, reflection coefficient, ECC, diversity gain, and the efficiency of the 

isolation ratio between the ports in the MIMO configuration by designing several designs until reached to the 

optimal design that gives ideal results. The fourth and final point is to focus on accurately designing the 

antenna and using the latest methods so that its small size fits with the various places of the smart 

communication systems. 

The sections rest of this paper is organized according to the following scenario. In section 2, all new 

approaches for designing the 16-port MIMO antenna will be presented. In section 3, the results obtained from 

the applied simulation program (CST) will be presented and discussed. While in section 4, the conclusions 

extracted from all the scenarios proposed in this research paper will be presented. In addition, in this section, 

we will present the most prominent of our future works, which are the main element in the future 6G wireless 

communication systems. 

 

 

2. PROPOSED NEW ANTENNAS DESIGNS SCENARIO 

In this section, we will present a proposal of two models for the manufacture and design of 

antennas. The first model offers a dual-ports antenna design. While the second model offers an antenna 

design with its new look, which consists of sixteen ports. 

 

2.1.  Dual-ports antenna design scenario 

The proposed scenario for the new structural design of the proposed antenna with dual ports is 

shown in Figure 1. The shape of this antenna was extracted from several forms that were presented in 

previous works until reaching the ideal and appropriate shape that fits with all modern devices expected to be 

presented in the next 6G. Therefore, the shape of the antenna contains one element, and its outputs are output 

through two ports. This is one of the basic and important features in designing a small-sized and highly 

efficient antenna, which is the main jewel in most future 6G wireless communication devices. In general, the 

design of this antenna consists of three main layers, so this antenna is called MSA. The front layer is called 

Microstrip, and the  Patch layer is shown in Figure 1(a), this layer is made of copper material with a thickness 

of 0.05 mm. The middle layer is called the Substrate layer as shown in Figure 1(b), this layer is made of FR4 

material with a dielectric constant of ζ_r=4.4 and the thickness of this layer is 1.6 mm. While the back layer 

is called the Ground layer as shown in Figure 1(c)  and it is also made of copper material with a thickness of 

0.05 mm. The external dimensions of this antenna in terms of (width, length, and thickness) are (12×17×1.7 

𝑚𝑚3) while the detailed dimensions of each layer are listed in Table 1. 

 

 

   

(a) (b) (c) 

 

Figure 1. The integrated design structure of the proposed two-port antenna (with three layers), (a) front layer, 

(b) middle layer, and (c) back layer 

 

 
 

2.2.  New geometry scenario for 8×8 MIMO antenna design 

The new geometry design scenario for presenting a 16-port MIMO antenna is shown in Figure 2. 

The internal geometry of each antenna in the MIMO configuration is based on the same geometry presented 

in the design of the dual-port MIMO antenna as shown in Figure 1. While the exterior geometry typographer 
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is designed in a new look so that it contains one ground layer with a front layer containing four antenna 

elements and each element contains two ports, so the total number of ports is 8 as shown in Figure 2(a). In 

addition, the back layer also contains four antenna elements in a configuration MIMO and each element 

contains two ports, so the number of ports in this layer is also 8 as shown in Figure 2(b). Therefore, the outer 

shape of the 16-port MIMO antenna is in the form of a plus symbol as shown in Figure 2(c). Moreover, the 

substrate layer was perforated from the middle with equal orifices as shown in Figure 2(a) and Figure 2(b), 

the main objective behind this perforation is to reduce the isolation ratio between the elements in the MIMO 

antenna configuration. Also, made us the antenna gives the best results and it works at wide and multi bands 

when we perforated the two layers of the Patch and the Ground in equal slices as shown in Figures 1 and 2. 

For this, the scenario followed for the design of this antenna has been translated into three phases until 

reaching its acceptable design in terms of its small size and good satisfactory results. Furthermore, the 

schematic diagrams models for the equivalent electronic circuit of this antenna for the different ports at the 

front and rear parts are shown in Figure 3(a) and Figure 3(b). Therefore, the design phases of this antenna are 

explained and presented in the flowchart as shown in Figure 4. The actual dimensions for the design of this 

antenna are listed in Table 2, while the detailed dimensions for the design of each antenna in the MIMO 

configuration are the same dimensions listed in Table 1. 

 

 

   
(a) (b) (c) 

 

Figure 2. The structural geometry design of the proposed 8×8 MIMO antenna for all directions (a) the front 

antenna side, (b) the back antenna side, and (c) various antenna sides 

 

 

Table 1. Detailed dimensions of each layer for the fabrication and design of the proposed dual-ports MIMO 

antenna 
Symbols Values 

(mm) 

Symbols Values 

(mm) 

Symbols Values 

(mm) 

Symbols Values 

(mm) 

Symbols Values 

(mm) 

WP 11 WPs3
 1 WGs2

 10 LP2
 2 LGs1

 5 

WM 2.5 WPs4
 0.5 WGs3

 3.83 LPs1
 7 LGs2

 10 

WBTMF 4 WPs5
 0.71 WSub 12 LPs2

 5 LSub 17 

WPs1
 7 WG 12 LM 4.5 LPs3

 4 RPs1
 0.5 

WPs2
 1 WGs1

 4.59 LP1
 8.5 LG 17 RPs2

 0.5 
 

 

 

Table 2. The actual dimensions for the external shape of the proposed 16-port MIMO antenna 
 

Symbols 
 

Values (mm) Symbols Values (mm) Symbols Values (mm) 

LSMA 
 

46 LSSub5
 3.27 WSSub3

 5 

LSSub1
 5 LSSub6

 2 HPM 0.05 

LSSub2
 7.07 WSMA 46 HG 0.05 

LSSub3
 7.07 WSSub1

 17 HSub1
 1.6 

LSSub4
 3.27 WSSub2

 12 HSub2
 1.6 
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(a) (b) 

 

Figure 3. The schematic models for the equivalent electronic circuit of the proposed MIMO antenna at 

various ports are (a) the front part and (b) the back part 

 

 

 
 

Figure 4. The flowchart illustrates the steps involved in designing the new MIMO antenna intended in this 

paper 
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3. DISCUSS OF RESULTS 

In this section, we will present the results of the proposed antenna as well as discuss and analyze 

these results in fine detail. Therefore, we relied on the basic parameters through which we determine the 

performance efficiency of the proposed antenna, as well as its comparison with the antennas that were 

previously presented in the literature by other researchers. These parameters are the reflection coefficient 

between all the elements in the MIMO configuration, return losses between all the proposed ports, the VSWR 

for each port in the MIMO configuration, the ECC between the ports, the diversity gain for each port, the 

total efficiency parameter of the presented antenna and the last parameter is the gain versus frequency for all 

the frequencies which the proposed antenna operates. 

 

3.1.  Reflection coefficient (S-parameter) 

The curves of the reflection coefficient for the proposed MIMO antenna from the first to the eighth 

port and the ninth to sixteenth port are shown in Figure 5. It is clear from Figure 5(a) and Figure 5(b) that the 

antenna operates at several frequencies from 36 to 60 GHz. Therefore, the value of the reflection coefficient 

for these frequencies is much less than -10 dB. In addition, we noticed that the antenna gives the best results 

for the reflection coefficient between the ports at five frequencies, which are 37.752, 40.152, 44.856, 49.368, 

and 55.464 GHz, so the value of the reflection coefficient for these frequencies is -17.176, -26.667, -35.847, -

18.267, and -32.084 dB. Moreover, we noticed that the performance results for each port in the proposed 

MIMO configuration are the same for all ports, so the reflection coefficient curves were identical. The reason 

that led to giving all ports an identical value in terms of performance and efficiency is that the antenna 

elements are well isolated, and this is due to the many designs until we came up with the optimal and 

accurate design that gave these results. 

 

 

 
(a) 

 

 
(b) 

 

Figure 5. The reflection coefficient curve of the proposed antenna for different frequencies (a) the first port to 

the eighth port and (b) the ninth port to the sixteenth port 

 

 

3.2.  Return losses between ports 

The return losses represent the ratio of insolation between ports, so the curve of return losses or 

insolation ratio is shown in Figure 6, where Figure 6(a) represents the insolation ratio between the first port 

and the rest of the ports, while Figure 6(b) represents the insolation ratio between the second port and the rest 

of the ports. It is clear that the maximum isolation ratio is -61.856 dB at the frequency of 40.92 GHz, while 

the minimum isolation rate is -21.848 dB at the frequency of 39.792 GHz. In general, the return losses ratio 
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for all the frequencies in which the antenna operates from 36 to 60 GHz is less than -21 dB and this ratio is 

good compared to the return losses rates that were extracted by other researchers that they presented in their 

research. It is worth noting that each port in the MIMO configuration operates independently and well due to 

the very low return loss rates between ports, and this gives a good incentive to use the antenna in various 

modern 6G communications applications. 
 

 

 
(a) 

 

 
(b) 

 

Figure 6. The return losses curve for different frequencies between (a) The first port and the rest of the ports 

and (b) The second port and the rest of the ports 

 

 

3.3.  Voltage standing wave ratio (VSWR) 

The VSWR curve to determine the performance of the proposed antenna for different frequencies 

from 36 to 60 GHz as well as for different ports is shown in Figure 7. According to international standards, 

the antenna with good performance should have values of VSWR parameter less than 2. It is clear in Figure 7 

that the antenna gave values of the VSWR parameter much less than 2 at all frequencies. This means that the 

proposed antenna gave the impression that the performance efficiency is very good in terms of matching the 

results for the various ports in the MIMO configuration, and this makes the antenna the optimal and 

prominent element in the various upcoming 6G applications. 
 

 

 
 

Figure 7. VSWR curves for the different frequencies at which the proposed MIMO antenna operates from 36 

to 60 GHz 
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3.4.  Gain vs. frequency 

The gain curve versus various frequencies from 36 to 60 GHz is shown in Figure 8. We noticed 

through the curve that the gain ranges from a minimum value is 1.5 dB at the frequency of 38 GHz to a 

maximum value is 9 dB at the frequency of 46 GHz. Therefore, the antenna gave a varied gain, and this 

makes it versatile in use for various modern wireless communication systems. 
 

 

 
 

Figure 8. The gain in dB versus different frequencies for the presented MIMO antenna in this paper 
 

 

3.5.  Efficiency vs. frequency 

The curve of the total antenna efficiency versus the various frequencies from 36 to 60 GHz is shown 

in Figure 9. It is clear from the curve that the performance efficiency of the antenna for the different 

frequencies at which it operates ranges from 70% to 97%. Therefore, this efficiency is good when compared 

to the efficiency of the antennas suggested by the researchers in their previous research. From this point of 

view, the antenna presented good results. 
 
 

 
 

Figure 9. Overall efficiency versus frequency of the proposed 8×8 MIMO antenna 

 

 

3.6.  Envelope correlation coefficient (ECC) 

The ECC curves of the proposed 16-port MIMO antenna are shown in Figure 10 and Figure 11 

between the first port and the rest of the ports are shown in Figure 10(a), between the second port and the 

rest of the ports are shown in Figure 10(b), and between the third port and the rest of the ports is shown in 

Figure 11(a), while the rest of the ports are shown in Figure 11(b). The ECC parameter is one of the basic 

and important parameters to determine the stability of each port in the MIMO configuration [4], [9], [20]. So, 

we can calculate the ECC parameter values according to the equation given in (1). 

 

𝐸𝐶𝐶(𝑛𝑚) =
|𝑆𝑛𝑛 𝑆𝑛𝑚+𝑆𝑚𝑛 𝑆𝑚𝑚|2

(1−|𝑆𝑛𝑛|2−|𝑆𝑚𝑛|2)(1−|𝑆𝑚𝑚|2−|𝑆𝑛𝑚|2)
 (1) 

 

Where 𝑛 and 𝑚 are the numbers of ports in the MIMO antenna configuration and 𝑆 represents the result of 

the special reflection coefficient between the ports. 

Therefore, according to international standards, the value of the best performance given by each port in 

the MIMO configuration should be less than 0.05. Based on the curves shown in Figures 10(a) and Figure 10(b) 

and as well as Figure 11(a) and Figure 11(b), the ECC parameter values for the proposed antenna in this 

paper are less than 0.001 and this value is much smaller than the internationally suggested standard. If we 

notice that each port proposed in the MIMO configuration operates independently, and there are no effects in 

terms of noise between one port and another. 
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(a) 

 

 
(b) 

 

Figure 10. ECC parameter curves for the different frequencies between (a) port 1 & ports 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 

and (b) port 2 & ports 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 

 

 

 
(a) 

 

 
(b) 

 

Figure 11. ECC parameter curves for the different frequencies between (a) port 3 & ports 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and (b) 

port 4 & ports 5, 6, 7, 8 and between port 5 & ports 6, 7, 8 and between port 6 & ports 7, 8 and as well 

between port 7 & ports 8 

 

 

3.7.  Diversity gain (DG) 

The diversity gain parameter is also one of the important parameters for measuring the directional 

gain strength of the antenna elements in the MIMO formation [4], [9], [21], so it can be calculated based  

in (2). 
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𝐷𝐺(𝑑𝐵) = 10 √1−|𝐸𝐶𝐶(𝑛𝑚)|
22

 (2) 

 

Therefore, the diversity gain curves for frequencies from 36 to 60 GHz for different ports of the 

proposed 8×8 MIMO antenna are shown in Figure 12 and Figure 13. Where between port 1 & ports 2, 3, 4, 5, 

6, 7, and 8 are shown in Figure 12(a), between port 2 & ports 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 are shown in Figure 12(b), 

between port 3 & ports 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 are shown in Figure 13(a), while the rest of the ports are shown in 

Figure 13(b). It is clear from observing Figures 12(a), Figure 12(b), Figure 13(a), and Figure 13(b) that most 

frequencies have a diversity gain of 10 dB, which is the maximum value of the diversity gain that any 

antenna can reach. In addition, we noticed that most of the ports gave identical diversity gain values and the 

reason for this match is due to the exact design proposed in this paper. 

 

 

 

 

 
 (a)   (b) 

 

Figure 12. The diversity gains in (dB) curves versus the different frequencies between (a) Port 1 & Ports 2, 3, 

4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and (b) Port 2 & Ports 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 

 

 

  
 (a)  (b) 

 

Figure 13. The diversity gain curves versus the different frequencies between (a) Port 3 & Ports 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 

and (b) Port 4 & Ports 5, 6, 7, 8 and the rest of the ports 

 

 

3.8.  Comparison with the literature of other researchers 

We have made a detailed comparison between our proposed work in this research paper and the 

works presented in the previous recent literature suggested by other researchers, so this comparison is listed 

in Table 3. In this comparison, we focused on several parameters by which we determine the efficiency of 

our proposed antenna and compare it with the antennas proposed by researchers in research published in 

various international journals for different years. These parameters are the size of the antenna dimensions, the 

frequencies with the bandwidths at which the antenna operates, the isolation ratio between each port in the 

MIMO configuration, the efficiency rate for each port, the directional gain strength that the antenna 

transmits, as well as the ECC performance between elements in the MIMO configuration. In addition, the DG 

parameter performance of each proposed antenna. So, based on the information shown in Table 3, it is clear 

that the antenna proposed in this paper is much better than the rest of the antennas proposed by the 

researchers in many tasks and aspects. 
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Table 3. A comparison between the antenna proposed in this paper and the works proposed by researchers in 

recent literature 
 

References Year of 

Publicati

on 

No. 

of 

Ports 

Antenna 

size with 

thickness 

(𝑚𝑚3) 

Operating 

Frequency 

(GHz) 

Bandwidth 

(GHz) 

Isolation 

Ratio 

(dB) 

Total 

Efficiency 

(%) 

Max. 

Gain 

(dBi) 

ECC DG 

(d

B) 

[17] 2020 16 133×64×0.2 28 & 38 0.89 & 0.99 < -20 NA 9 NA NA 
[18] 2019 16 126×126×0.8 27 & 34 6 & 5 < -20 NA 5 <0.02 9.9 

[19] 2015 16 75×150×0.8 3.5 0.2 < -12 < 53 NA <0.3 NA 
[22] 2018 12 140×140×0.8 3.4 & 5.2 0.6 & 1.2 < -10 70 NA <0.01 NA 

[23] 2018 10 140×75×0.8 3.3 to 3.6 0.3 < -10 50 to 76 NA <0.15 NA 

[24] 2020 10 75×155×0.8 4.2 2.2 < -13 46 to 83 NA <0.06 NA 
[25] 2019 16 25×88×0.786 28 2.52 < -21 NA NA NA NA 

[26] 2015 16 96.4×600×1.6 2 to 3 1  < -4 NA NA NA NA 

Proposed 
Antenna 

2022 16 46×46×1.6 36 to 60 26  < -25 70 to 97 > 9 < 0.001 10 

 

 

4. CONCLUSION 

In this paper, we proposed a 16-ports array antenna characterized by its elegant and modern shape, 

derived from several scenarios with a single substrate. The main objective of placing a single layer in order to 

obtain a small antenna to cope with the collection of 6G wireless devices. So, this layer contains 8-ports on 

the top side and 8-ports on the bottom side. Despite all the good results achieved by the proposed antenna, we 

have concluded four main points. The first point, we noticed is that drilling two layers of Microstrip and 

Patch with equal distances slots makes the antenna operate with wide and multiple bands. In the second 

point, we noticed that by increasing or decreasing the thickness of the substrate layer to 1.6 mm, the results of 

antenna performance deteriorate. The third point is that the antenna efficiency increases with the separation 

of the ground layer for each element in the MIMO formation. In the fourth and final point, we noticed that 

the return losses decrease between the ports whenever the substrate layer is made of FR4 material which has 

insulation (𝜁𝑟 = 4.4), and also the substrate layer must be perforated with equal slots between the elements in 

the formation of the MIMO antenna. Among the future works that we will present in the coming days is to 

present a new scenario to provide a 32-port MIMO antenna, so that each element contains four ports and is 

characterized by its small size and operates at multi-bands for example (C-Band, S-Band, Ku-Band, Ka-

Band, and Mm-Band). 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

We express our sincere appreciation and thanks to the Islamic University located in Al-Najaf Al-

Ashraf city for the support it provided to us in realizing the idea presented in this research paper, which is the 

basic jewel in the future 6G wireless communication devices. 

 

 

REFERENCES  
[1] S. Murugan, “Compact MIMO Shorted Microstrip Antenna for 5G Applications,” MECS International Journal of Wireless and 

Microwave Technologies, vol. 11, no. 1, pp. 22–27, Feb. 2021, doi: 10.5815/ijwmt.2021.01.03. 

[2] K. S. Muttair, O. A. S. Al-Ani, and M. F. Mosleh, “Outdoor millimeter-wave propagation simulation model for 5G band 
frequencies,” In 2019 2nd International Conference on Electrical, Communication, Computer, Power, and Control Engineering 

(ICECCPCE), pp. 40–45. IEEE, Feb. 2019, doi: 10.1109/ICECCPCE46549.2019.203745. 

[3] J. U. Yoo and H. W. Son, “A Simple Compact Wideband Microstrip Antenna Consisting of Three Staggered Patches,” IEEE 
Antennas and Wireless Propagation Letters, vol. 19, no. 12, pp. 2038–2042, Dec. 2020, doi: 10.1109/LAWP.2020.3021491.  

[4] K. S. Muttair, A. Z. G. Zahid, O. A. Al-Ani, A. M. Q. AL-Asadi, and M. F. Mosleh, “A New Design of mm-Wave MIMO 

Antenna with High Isolation for 5G Applications,” International Journal of Microwave and Optical Technology, vol. 16, no. 4, 
pp. 370–379, Jul. 2021, doi: https://ijmot.com/VOL-16-NO-4.aspx. 

[5] N. hasan, N. H. Noordin, M. S. A. Karim, M. R. M. Rejab, and Q. J. Ma, “Dielectric properties of epoxy–barium titanate 

composite for 5 GHz microstrip antenna design,” SN Applied Sciences, vol. 2, no. 62, pp. 1–8, Dec. 2020, doi: 10.1007/s42452-
019-1801-9. 

[6] Q. Chen, M. Guo, D. Sang, Z. Sun, and Y. Fu, “RCS Reduction of Patch Array Antenna Using Anisotropic Resistive 

Metasurface,” IEEE Antennas and Wireless Propagation Letters, vol. 18, no. 6, pp. 1223–1227, Jun. 2019, doi: 
10.1109/LAWP.2019.2913104. 

[7] K. S. Muttair, O. A. Shareef, and M. F. Mosleh, “Outdoor to indoor wireless propagation simulation model for 5G band 

frequencies,” In IOP Conference Series: Materials Science and Engineering, vol. 745, no. 1, p. 012034. IOP Publishing, 2020, 
doi:10.1088/1757-899X/745/1/012034. 

[8] M. Sagik, O. Altıntaş, E. Ünal, E. Özdemir, M. Demirci, Ş. Çolak, and M. Karaaslan, “Optimizing the gain and directivity of a 

microstrip antenna with metamaterial structures by using artificial neural network approach,” Wireless Personal Communications, 
vol. 118, no. 1, pp. 109–124, Jan. 2021, doi:10.1007/s11277-020-08004-8. 



                ISSN: 2502-4752 

Indonesian J Elec Eng & Comp Sci, Vol. 28, No. 1, October 2022: 587-599 

598 

[9] K. S. Muttair, O. A. Shareef, A. M. A. Sabaawi, and M. F. Mosleh, “Design of multiple-input and multiple-output antenna for 

modern wireless applications,” TELKOMNIKA (Telecommunication Computing Electronics and Control), vol. 20, no. 1, pp. 34–
42, Feb. 2022, doi: 10.12928/TELKOMNIKA.v20i1.19355. 

[10] G. Krishnaveni, and B. Manimegalai, “Efficient and optimized design of a stacked patch microstrip antenna for next generation 

network applications,” Journal of Ambient Intelligence and Humanized Computing, vol. 12, no. 3, pp. 4093–4099, Feb. 2021, doi: 
10.1007/s12652-020-01788-4. 

[11] K. S. Muttair, O. A. S. Al-Ani, and M. F. Mosleh, “Performance Comparison of Multi-band Frequencies for Outdoor 

Communication,” Applied Computing to Support Industry: Innovation and Technology. Communications in Computer and 
Information Science (Springer), vol. 1174, pp. 476–487, Sep. 2020, doi: 10.1007/978-3-030-38752-5_37. 

[12] U. Rizwan, S. Ullah, F. Faisal, R. Ullah, I. B. Mabrouk, M. J. A. Hasan, and B. Kamal, “A novel multi-band and multi-generation 

(2G, 3G, 4G, and 5G) 9-elements MIMO antenna system for 5G smartphone applications,” Wireless Networks, vol. 27, no. 7, pp. 
4825–4837, Sep. 2021, doi: 10.1007/s11276-021-02772-2. 

[13] M. M. Fakharian, “A massive MIMO frame antenna with frequency agility and polarization diversity for LTE and 5G 

applications,” International Journal of RF and Microwave Computer‐Aided Engineering, vol. 31, no. 10, p. e22823, Jul. 2021, 
doi: 10.1002/mmce.22823. 

[14] C. Sanjay and L. Malviya, “Multi-Element Wideband Planar Antenna for Wireless Applications,” Wireless Personal 

Communications, vol. 118, no. 2, pp. 1211–1223, Jan. 2021, doi:10.1007/s11277-021-08068-0.  
[15] H. Zhou, D. Wu, M. Zhu, Y. Qiu, G. Yu, and H. M. Zhou, “Wideband Low-Profile 8×8 MIMO Antenna Based IFA Pair for 

Ultrathin 5G Smartphones,” International Journal of Antennas and Propagation, vol. 2022, pp. 1–10, May 2022, doi: 

10.1155/2022/5281470. 
[16] Q. Sun, Y. L. Ban, J. W. Lian, Y. Yang, G. Wu, and Y. X. Che, “Planar Dual-Polarization Bidirectional Multibeam Array 

Antenna for Millimeter-Wave Applications,” IEEE Transactions on Antennas and Propagation, vol. 69, no. 10, pp. 6420–6430, 

Oct. 2021, doi: 10.1109/TAP.2021.3069567. 
[17] M. E. Halaoui, L. Canale, A. Asselman, and G. Zissis, “Dual-Band 28/38 GHz Inverted-F Array Antenna for Fifth Generation 

Mobile Applications,” in Multidisciplinary Digital Publishing Institute Proceedings, vol. 63, no. 1, p. 53. Dec. 2020, doi: 
10.3390/proceedings2020063053. 

[18] W. Fei, Z. Duan, X. Wang, Q. Zhou, and Y. Gong, “High isolation millimeter-wave wideband MIMO antenna for 5G 

communication,” International Journal of Antennas and Propagation, vol. 2019, no. 4283010, pp. 1–12, May 2019, doi: 
10.1155/2019/4283010. 

[19] K. L. Wong, J. Y. Lu, L. Y. Chen, W. Y. Li, Y. L. Ban, and C. Li, “16-Antenna array in the smartphone for the 3.5-GHz MIMO 

operation,” Asia-Pacific Microwave Conference (APMC), vol. 1, pp. 1–3, Dec. 2015, doi: 10.1109/APMC.2015.7411764. 
[20] K. S. Ho and J. Y. Chung, “Analysis of the envelope correlation coefficient of MIMO antennas connected with suspended lines,” 

Journal of Electromagnetic Engineering and Science, vol. 20, no. 2, pp. 83–90, Apr. 2020, doi: 10.26866/jees.2020.20.2.83. 

[21] S. Gaurav, P. Jain, and Y. K. Awasthi, “High diversity gain super‐wideband single band‐notch MIMO antenna for multiple 
wireless applications,” IET Microwaves, Antennas & Propagation, vol. 14, no. 1, pp. 109–119, Oct. 2020, doi: 10.1049/iet-

map.2019.0450. 

[22] Y. Li, H. Zou, M. Peng, M. Wang, and G. Yang, “Hybrid 12-Antenna Array for Quad-Band 5G/Sub-6GHz MIMO in Micro 
Wireless Access Points,” in International Conference on Microwave and Millimeter Wave Technology (ICMMT), 2018, pp. 1–3, 

doi: 10.1109/ICMMT.2018.8563780. 

[23] J. Y. Deng, J. Yao, D. Q. Sun, and L. X. Guo, “Ten‐element MIMO antenna for 5G terminals,” Microwave and Optical 
Technology Letters, vol. 60, no. 12, pp. 3045–3049, Oct. 2018, doi: 10.1002/mop.31404. 

[24] L. Peng, Y. Sun, T. Liu, L. Qing, and X. Wang, “Wideband 10-Port MIMO Antenna Array for 5G Metal-Frame Smartphone 

Applications,” Progress in Electromagnetics Research C, vol. 104, pp. 229–240, Aug. 2020, doi:10.2528/PIERC20071606. 
[25] B. T. Mohamed and H. Ammor, “A 16-elements Corporate-series Feed Rectangular Patch Antenna Array at 28GHz, for future 5G 

applications,” International Conference on Wireless Technologies, Embedded and Intelligent Systems (WITS), 2019, pp. 1–4, doi: 

10.1109/WITS.2019.8723750. 
[26] J. I. Litouw and A. Munir, “16-port array antenna feeding network with programmable phase shifter capability,” International 

Seminar on Intelligent Technology and Its Applications (ISITIA), 2015, pp. 409–412, doi: 10.1109/ISITIA.2015.7220015. 

 

 

BIOGRAPHIES OF AUTHORS  

 

 

Karrar Shakir Muttair     received a B.Sc. degree from the Islamic University/ 

Iraq in 2016 in the field of Computer Techniques Engineering/Computer Communications 

Networks. He worked at the same University up to 2017 as a laboratory Engineer. He was 

awarded an M.Sc. degree from Middle Technique University/Electrical Engineering Technical 

College/Baghdad in 2019 in the same field of specialization. Through those periods and up to 

now, he worked as a Lecturer in the field of Computer Communications Networks. He 

published several types of research in the field of Communications Engineering. He currently 

teaches & conducts research programs in the areas of software computer networks and 

communications. He has been awarded several awards and certificates of thanks and 

appreciation in the field of his work. His research interests are Computer Techniques 

Engineering, Computer Communications Networks, Multimedia Learning, Antennas, Indoor 

& Outdoor Wireless Networks, Wireless Sensor Networks, and Mobile Learning. He can be 

contacted at email: karraralnomani123@gmail.com, karrar.alnomani@iunajaf.edu.iq.  The 

Research Gate and Academia account links are https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Karrar-

Muttair and https://iunajaf.academia.edu/EngKarrarSMuttair.  

  

https://doi.org/10.1007/s12652-020-01788-4
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-030-38752-5_37
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11276-021-02772-2
https://doi.org/10.1002/mmce.22823
https://doi.org/10.3390/proceedings2020063053
https://doi.org/10.1155/2019/4283010
https://doi.org/10.26866/jees.2020.20.2.83
https://doi.org/10.1049/iet-map.2019.0450
https://doi.org/10.1049/iet-map.2019.0450
mailto:karrar.alnomani@iunajaf.edu.iq
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3393-5761
https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=ar&user=UsvrpQsAAAAJ
https://www.scopus.com/authid/detail.uri?authorId=57214245774
https://publons.com/researcher/2973417/karrar-shakir-muttair/


Indonesian J Elec Eng & Comp Sci  ISSN: 2502-4752  

 

 New ultra-small design and high performance of an 8×8 massive MIMO … (Karrar Shakir Muttair) 

599 

 

Karrar Khaleel Aljawaheri     is an assistant Lecture at the college of Technical 

Engineering, The Islamic University, Iraq-Najaf. He holds a master’s degree in Electronics 

and Communication Engineering specializing in wireless communication, India. His research 

areas are deep learning, Networking, and Communication. He is the director of the 

Networking and Communication Research Lab. He used to hold several administrative posts 

with the Private Communication Companies, from 2014 to 2022. He can be contacted at 

email: karar.aljawaheri@gmail.com. 

  

 

Mujtaba Zuhair Ali     He was born on 13th September 1988 in Najaf, Iraq. He has 

completed his M.Sc Mathematics Science (Mathematical Statistics) from the University of 

Kufa, Faculty of Education for Girls, Department of Mathematics, Najaf, Iraq. Currently, he is 

working as Lecturer at the Islamic University (2014–until now). His research area includes 

Inferential Reliability theory, Statistics, and Quality Control. He can be contacted at email: 

mujtaba.z.albohidari@iunajaf.edu.iq. 

  

 

Oras Ahmed Shareef     received the B.Sc. and M.Sc. degrees in Laser and 

Optoelectronic Engineering from Al-Nahreen University, Iraq, in 2000 and 2002, respectively, 

and Ph.D. (2018) in Nanomaterial-based solar cell from Newcastle University, UK. Her 

research area (within Emerging Technology and Materials group) is renewable energy, with a 

research portfolio based on the first-principles simulation of defects and impurities in 

semiconductors, crystal surfaces, nanostructures, and photovoltaic technologies. Furthermore, 

her interested in communication engineering and related-advanced applications, such as 

indoor & outdoor wave propagation, as well as antenna designs and applications.  

Dr. Al-Ani has more than 20 published works in local and international journals. In addition to 

her participation in several internal and international conferences. Dr. Al-Ani is working as a 

lecturer and undergraduate supervisor at the College of Electrical Techniques  

Engineering, Baghdad, Iraq, since 2005 till now. Dr. Al-Ani was recognized as Associate 

Fellow with British Higher Education Academy. She can be contacted at email: 

Oras.Alani2@newcastle.ac.uk, oras.a.s.alani@gmail.com. 

  

 

Mahmood Farhan Mosleh     received his B.Sc, M.Sc, and Ph.D. degrees in 1995, 

2000, and 2008 respectively from the University of Technology, Baghdad. He has been a Prof. 

of Communication Eng. at the Middle Technical University, Iraq. He has more than 100 

publications in National and International Journals. Also, participate in more than 25 

International Conferences in the field of Communication Systems. Prof. Mahmood is the Head 

of the Iraqi Electro-Technical Committee which joins the International Electro-Technical 

Committees, Head of Editorial Committee Technical Journal, and Member of various 

Committees for many International Conferences Organizations. He can be contacted at email: 

drmahmoodfarhan@gmail.com. 

  

 
 

https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7640-6267
https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&user=R-onynAAAAAJ
https://www.scopus.com/authid/detail.uri?authorId=57221875348
https://publons.com/wos-op/researcher/5430538/karar-aljawaheri/
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5462-3233
https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&user=VJZzpu4AAAAJ
https://www.scopus.com/authid/detail.uri?authorId=57204674874
https://publons.com/researcher/1739029/mujtaba-zuhair-ali/
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3907-0829
https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&user=kzBWFikAAAAJ&view_op=list_works&gmla=AJsN-F4T_JPVy2Mn87n8kyAtOOQ0sjYWoNLkHiQYff1FAS27znM7K_iWcule94zjAda%20q6z2I9QP3yEhM3gLTOX5UlWuSCT9MmA
https://www.scopus.com/authid/detail.uri?authorId=57045883100
https://publons.com/wos-op/researcher/2978162/oras-al-ani/
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0350-0057
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=cVBvi4UAAAAJ&hl=en
https://www.scopus.com/authid/detail.uri?authorId=57197754480
https://publons.com/researcher/1662928/mahmood-farhan-mosleh/

